
Where Is Gainesville Located? 

 

Gainesville is located in North Central Florida. It is the largest city and county seat of 
Alachua County. A major intersection in Gainesville is the crossing of University 
Avenue and Main Street. This intersection is significant because it’s near downtown 
Gainesville and is a focal point for various businesses and cultural activities. It’s also 
relatively close to the University of Florida, making it a bustling area, especially during 
the academic year. 

 The closest major city is Jacksonville, about 71 miles away. 

 How far is Gainesville from Orlando? It’s 112 miles from Gainesville to Orlando. 

 How far is Gainesville from Miami? Gainesville is 336 miles northwest of Miami. 

 How far is Gainesville from the beach? The closest beach to Gainesville FL is 
Crescent Beach (72 mi). Other nearby beaches include Atlantic Beach (88 mi), 
Jacksonville Beach (91 mi), and Neptune Beach (93 mi). 

 

Gainesville, FL, is well-served by several major interstates and highways, facilitating easy access 
to and from the city. The most notable ones include: 

 Interstate 75 (I-75): This is the primary interstate serving Gainesville, running north to 
south. It connects the city with Tampa to the south and Atlanta, Georgia, to the north, 
making it a vital corridor for travel and commerce. 

 U.S. Highway 441 (US 441): Running north to south through Gainesville, US 441 
provides a direct route to cities like Ocala to the south and Lake City to the north. It’s a 
significant highway for local and regional traffic. 



 State Road 24 (SR 24): Also known as Archer Road in Gainesville, SR 24 connects 
Gainesville to Cedar Key on the Gulf Coast, passing through Archer and other small 
communities. 

 State Road 26 (SR 26): This road runs east to west, connecting Gainesville with Melrose 
to the east and Fanning Springs to the west, eventually leading to the Gulf Coast. 

 State Road 121 (SR 121): Running north to south, SR 121 connects Gainesville to Lake 
Butler to the north and Williston to the south, intersecting with several major roads and 
highways. 

These roads and highways make Gainesville easily accessible and connect the city to major 
Florida destinations and beyond. 

 

Average Commute Time 
Residents in Gainesville, Florida have an average commute time of 19.1 minutes. This 
lower than Florida’s average commute time of 27.6 minutes and lower than the National 
average of 28.4 minutes. 

Gainesville Information 

 Gainesville County: Alachua 

 Area: 64.54 square feet 

 Gainesville zip codes: 32601-32614, 32627, 32635, 32641, and 32653 

 Area code: 352 

 Elevation: 152 feet 

 Time zone: Eastern Standard Time (EST) 

 Closest airport: Gainesville Regional Airport 

 Gainesville Population: 142,203 (most recent census in 2020) 

Cost of Living in Gainesville, FL 

As you compare the pros and cons of living in Gainesville, you can definitely put the 
cost of living firmly in the “pro” category! The Gainesville cost of living index is just 
92.8 or 7.2% below the national average. While there are cheaper places to live in 
Florida, Gainesville strikes a good balance with a higher income and lower housing 
costs than many metro areas. 



 

Here’s an overview of the Gainesville FL cost of living. 

     Categories Gainesville Florida United States 

  Overall 92.2 103.1 100.0 

  Grocery 99.2 102.8 100 

  Health 107.6 102.3 100.0 

  Housing 78.7 101.1 100.0 

  Median Home Cost $271,700 $362,400 $338,100 

  Utilities 105.4% 101.3% 100.0% 

  Transportation 81.5 112.6 100.0 

  Miscellaneous 104.8 87.6 100.0 

 

 100=National Average *View full report 

 



Other Cost of Living Factors 

 State Income Tax: N/A 

 Average Rent: $1,600s 

 Sales Tax: 7.5% 

 

Gainesville Weather & Climate 

One of the greatest advantages of living in Gainesville is its delightful climate! 
Characterized by a humid subtropical climate, Gainesville enjoys mild winters and 
warm, humid summers. Unlike the Gulf Coast, hurricanes are a rare occurrence here, 
with the city mostly experiencing milder tropical storms. 

With an impressive 224 sunny days a year and annual rainfall reaching 50 inches—
significantly higher than the national average—Gainesville’s weather is ideal for those 
who love the outdoors. Temperatures range from a cool 41° in January to a warm 92° in 
July, making April or October to November the perfect times to visit, thanks to the mild 
weather. 

 

Top Neighborhoods in Gainesville 

 

Discovering the perfect neighborhood is a thrilling part of relocating to Gainesville, FL. 
The city boasts a wide array of neighborhoods and master-planned communities that 
cater to every lifestyle. Whether you’re drawn to vibrant urban environments or serene, 
family-oriented areas, Gainesville has a place for you. Let’s explore some of the top 
neighborhoods that make Gainesville an exceptional place to live. 



Sugarfoot – Great for Families 
Sugarfoot stands out as a serene haven, ideal for families seeking peace away from the 
university’s energy. Known for its safety and abundant outdoor activities, this 
neighborhood offers access to Clear Lake Nature Park and John Mahon Nature Park, 
providing families with endless recreational opportunities. Conveniently located near 
State Route 121 and I-71, Sugarfoot combines the tranquility of suburban living with 
easy access to Gainesville’s urban core. The Sugarfoot Community Improvement 
Association (SCIA) further enhances the community spirit with regular events and 
activities. 

Duckpond – Historic Neighborhood of Gainesville 
Duckpond, nestled in the Northeast Historic District, is celebrated for its historic charm 
and artistic vibe. This neighborhood is a treasure trove of well-preserved coĴages and 
Colonial-style homes that line its quaint streets, offering a glimpse into the city’s rich 
past. The Thomas Center, located here, serves as a cultural hub with its lively art 
exhibits and performances, making Duckpond a magnet for those who appreciate 
history and the arts. 

Oakmont – New Family-Friendly Development 
Just beyond Gainesville’s city limits lies Oakmont, a modern master-planned 
community that promises a luxurious living experience. Spanning 550 acres, Oakmont 
features nearly 1,000 homes, from affordable options in the $300s to lavish estates 
surpassing $2 million. Residents of Oakmont enjoy resort-style amenities and a vast 
protected habitat preserve, ensuring a blend of comfort and nature. Oakmont represents 
the pinnacle of contemporary community design, offering diverse housing options for a 
wide range of preferences and budgets. 

 

Neighboring Cities & Communities 

While Gainesville, FL, offers its residents a unique blend of university town vibrancy 
and natural beauty, the surrounding cities and communities contribute their own charm 
and appeal to the broader region. Here’s a look at some notable neighboring areas, each 
with its distinct characteristics and living environments. 

Newberry, FL (Median Home Value: $328,161) 
Situated to the west of Gainesville, Newberry is a small city that charms with its rural 
atmosphere and strong community spirit. Known for its historic downtown, family-
friendly events, and agricultural heritage, Newberry is a peaceful retreat from city life. 



It’s also becoming a hub for sports tourism, with facilities like the Easton Newberry 
Archery Center and Nations Park. 

Ocala, FL (Median Home Value: $269,697) 
To the south of Gainesville lies Ocala, known as the Horse Capital of the World due to 
its thriving equestrian industry. Ocala offers a mix of urban amenities and outdoor 
activities, with the Ocala National Forest providing endless opportunities for hiking, 
camping, and springs exploration. Ocala’s historic downtown, with its elegant 
buildings and vibrant arts scene, adds to its charm. 

St. Augustine, FL (Median Home Value: $446,238) 
Northeast of Gainesville, St. Augustine is famed as the oldest city in the U.S., rich in 
history and cultural heritage. From the iconic Castillo de San Marcos to its picturesque 
streets and beaches, St. Augustine is a major tourist destination and a lovely place to 
live, blending historical allure with modern living. 

 

Job Market in Gainesville, FL 

Considering a move to Gainesville, FL, and curious about employment opportunities? 
The local economy is buoyed by sectors such as tourism, education, healthcare, 
government, and retail, with construction, hospitality, and professional and technical 
services also playing significant roles. 

Payscale reports the average salary in Gainesville to be around $64,000, equivalent to 
$30.77 per hour. 

Key employers in Gainesville encompass: 

 University of Florida (careers) 

 UF Health (careers) 

 Gainesville Veterans Administration Medical Center 

 Alachua County Public Schools (careers) 

 City of Gainesville (jobs) 

 North Florida Regional Medical Center (careers) 



For further exploration of Gainesville, FL, job opportunities, platforms like Indeed offer 
a broad spectrum, or you can delve into Alachua County positions on the county’s job 
board. 

 

Things to Do in Gainesville, FL 

 

Gainesville, FL, is a city that brims with activities and aĴractions for everyone, from 
outdoor enthusiasts and history buffs to foodies and art lovers. Whether you’re a 
resident or just visiting, you’ll find that Gainesville offers a unique blend of natural 
beauty, cultural richness, and vibrant community life. Here’s a curated list of things to 
do that showcases the best of what Gainesville has to offer. 

 

Explore the Great Outdoors 

 Paynes Prairie Preserve State Park: Experience Florida’s wild side at this unique 
preserve where wild horses and bison roam free. With over 20,000 acres of 
wilderness, it’s perfect for hiking, bird watching, and even alligator spoĴing. 

 Devil’s Millhopper Geological State Park: Step into a miniature rainforest when 
you descend into this astonishing sinkhole. The lush vegetation and cascading 
waterfalls create a cool, moist environment that feels worlds away from the 
Florida heat. 

 Ichetucknee Springs State Park: Spend a day floating down the crystal-clear 
waters of the Ichetucknee River. Tubing down this gentle river is the perfect way 
to cool off and enjoy Florida’s natural beauty. 



Immerse in Arts and Culture 

 Harn Museum of Art: This museum houses an impressive collection of African, 
Asian, modern, and contemporary art, along with a beautiful outdoor garden. 

 Florida Museum of Natural History: Get up close with Florida’s history and 
environment, from prehistoric fossils to vibrant buĴerfly rainforests and 
interactive exhibits. 

 The Hippodrome Theatre: Known locally as “The Hipp,” this historic theatre 
offers a variety of performances, from plays and films to musicals and festivals. 

 

Savor the Local Flavor 

 Union Street Farmers Market: Every Wednesday, downtown Gainesville comes 
alive with this vibrant farmers market, where you can sample local produce, 
artisanal foods, and crafts. 

 Local Breweries: Gainesville has a burgeoning craft beer scene. Visit local 
breweries like Swamp Head Brewery and First Magnitude Brewing Co. for a 
taste of innovative, locally brewed beers. 

 Downtown Dining: From gourmet restaurants to cozy cafes, downtown 
Gainesville offers a diverse culinary scene. Don’t miss the chance to taste local 
specialties and international cuisines. 

 

Engage in Community Events 

 Gainesville Artwalk: On the last Friday of every month, explore Gainesville’s art 
scene with this self-guided tour of galleries, studios, and cultural events. 

 Fest: Music lovers should not miss this annual independent music festival that 
brings bands and fans from all over the world to Gainesville for a weekend of 
live performances. 

 

 

 



Discover Educational Experiences 

 Santa Fe College Teaching Zoo: A unique educational experience, this 10-acre 
zoo is run by students and is home to over 75 species of animals. 

 University of Florida Campus: Take a stroll through one of the largest university 
campuses in the USA. Visit the historic Century Tower or catch a Gators game 
for the ultimate college experience. 

 

Gainesville, FL, offers an abundance of activities and aĴractions that cater to diverse 
interests. From its lush parks and springs to its rich cultural institutions and lively 
community events, there’s always something new and exciting to explore in this 
dynamic city. 

 

Education & Schools in Gainesville 

Gainesville, FL, renowned for its vibrant community and lush landscapes, is equally 
celebrated for its commitment to educational excellence. The city’s diverse array of 
educational institutions caters to students of all ages, offering a broad spectrum of 
learning opportunities that set the foundation for future success. From top-rated public 
schools to prestigious higher education institutions, Gainesville provides an enriching 
academic environment that fosters growth and development. 

Public Schools 
Gainesville is served by Alachua County Public Schools, known for its high standards 
of education and innovative programs. The district boasts several schools that have 
received “A” ratings from the Florida Department of Education, reflecting their 
commitment to academic excellence. Schools like Buchholz High School and Gainesville 
High School are recognized for their strong academic programs, athletics, and 
extracurricular activities, providing students with a well-rounded education. 

Private Schools 
For families seeking alternative educational paths, Gainesville offers a variety of private 
schools that cater to different educational philosophies and religious affiliations. 
Notable institutions such as Oak Hall School and Queen of Peace Catholic Academy 
stand out for their rigorous academic programs and emphasis on character 
development. These schools offer smaller class sizes, fostering a more personalized 
learning experience. 



Charter and Magnet Schools 
Gainesville is home to several charter and magnet schools, offering specialized 
programs that cater to students’ specific interests and talents. Programs focusing on 
STEM, the arts, and environmental science provide students with hands-on learning 
experiences and the opportunity to explore their passions in depth. 

Higher Education 
Gainesville’s reputation as an educational hub is anchored by the University of Florida 
(UF), one of the nation’s top public research universities. UF offers a wide range of 
undergraduate and graduate programs across various fields of study, contributing 
significantly to the city’s intellectual and cultural vibrancy. Santa Fe College, another 
esteemed institution, provides a range of associate degrees and vocational programs, 
known for its strong community engagement and innovative educational approaches. 

 

In Conclusion 

Embracing Gainesville, FL, means enjoying a blend of educational richness, natural 
beauty, and a robust job market. It’s a city where academic pursuits meet outdoor 
adventures and cultural diversity, making it an aĴractive place for families and 
professionals alike. As you contemplate moving to this dynamic community, Mitchell 
Realty Services, Inc. stands ready to guide you. Our team of experienced real estate 
agents offers deep insights into Gainesville’s neighborhoods, schools, and housing 
market, ensuring your transition is seamless and rewarding. Whether you’re seeking a 
family home close to nature or an urban apartment near cultural hotspots, contact @ 
Mitchell Realty Services, Inc. to make your Gainesville dream home a reality. 

 


